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From the desk of 
                 Laura Groves~ 
 

One definition of the word “impossible” – 

Utterly impracticable: an impossible plan. 
 
     I have never looked up the 
meaning of this word; in fact, it rarely 
enters into my vocabulary or thinking.  
It has always been my belief that 
everything is possible, if not by this 
method, then by another. 
     I do tend to talk passionately about 
the Christmas Toy Project from time to 
time (to time, to time) and while in the 
company of some childhood friends, in 
the wee morning hours of December 
17 while sitting in the ICU waiting 
room in South Bend, Indiana, I 
described what happens here each 
year in early December.  
     Several of my friends just couldn’t 
understand how this Toy Project is 
possible after hearing the number of 
children we serve each year. Who are 
these people that come to this ministry 
two times each week and work so 
many hours all year long to put these 
sets together for children they have 
never seen? Thousands of toy sets!  
“How much do you pay them” they ask 
me? I laughed, “Umm… they work for 
chocolate”, I jokingly reply. “That’s 
impossible”, they say. 
     Well that was a challenge to me, so 
I continued. I told them of the many 
donors who donate thousands of toys 
each year, some new, some used. I 
told them about St. Mary’s Catholic 
and Zion Lutheran and Salem 
Lutheran, Resurrection Lutheran and 
St. Michael’s Lutheran and the many 
area Mennonite churches who help us.  
I told them of Grace and the 
Presbyterian Churches and all the 
other churches that my human brain 
failed to remember at 4 a.m. in the 
morning after a 5 hour drive from 
Ohio.  I told them about JM Smucker 
and Cargill, Wayne Mutual, Wooster 
Brush and the Young Professionals, 
Maryann and CNC Global Body along 
with all the others I didn’t even know 
about, who just dropped off donations 
and didn’t leave their names!    
     I told them about how lovingly our 
volunteer washers worked on each 
used toy bringing it back to life so a 
child would have no idea that it wasn’t 
brand new! How our sorting team 
made wise choices where each toy 
should go. There is our box coverer 
and mender, our packer and inventory 
keeper, our checkers of all things 

battery operated, our ladies who prepare our 
books and our guy who loads his pick up 
truck to take our toys to storage every week.  
This goes on every week from the second 
week of January until we give the toys away 
the following December.  They say “I don’t 
believe it” I say “I’m not finished, it gets even 
better” 
     I tell them about how I had some trouble 
getting my bikes in shape for the project and 
how this owner of a local bike shop, Bill is 
his name, comes in and says, “Hey, don’t 
worry.  I’m going to take care of everything.” 
Then he does it, with the help of Mark and 
some other friends.   
     Then I have a group of great kids in from 
a local school for another project and I get a 
tip about a man who may also work on 
bikes.  So we welcomed Mike to our Toy 
Committee this year. He made our 
Christmas bikes shine like never before!  
     I spoke of the weeks before the project, 
how all these wonderful volunteers come 
together to sign up the hundreds of families 
who are in need of the toys and how they 
make the potential mayhem manageable! 
     Now let me tell you about project week 
itself.  So, I told them about the wonderful 
Greenbriar Party Center where we hold our 
giveaway and have for many years. Wooster 
Motorways who has hauled our inventory to 
and from our venues forever! All Events 
Rental who once again brought a box truck 
to moving day. All the fella’s who bring their 
pick up trucks and some who bring a trailer 
on the back.  The Boy Scout Troops that 
come every year to load stuff for us and the 
111 random people from the community who 
showed up to help us load and unload those 
trucks in 2 hours.  “That’s amazing” they 
say!  I feel the tides changing so I reply “I 
know, but guess what? We are only just 
beginning” 
     I told them about the next morning how I 
had 37 people come to help us take toys out 
of boxes and set up tables as if it were a 
beautiful toy store. I can’t explain how 
beautiful the Ballrooms look at the 
Greenbriar after all the toys are unpacked. 
      Then I explained how we had 5 shifts 
where around 400 parents came to choose 
toys for their children.  There were over 280 
volunteers available over the 5 shifts to help 
each parent find just the right item. There 
was Christmas music and two lovely ladies 
who baked cookies and offered drinks to 
those hard working volunteers.  I told them 
how when we were all through, that there 
were these two Agencies- Real Estate 
Showcase and Bob Miller Realty who came 
in and just took care of cleaning up and took 
everything back where it belonged and that 
they had done that for as long as I have 
worked at the Ministry, just like all the other 

wonderful companies who help us. 
Then I took a breath! 
     This time my friends just sat quietly 
for a time, absorbing all they had 
heard. Then they spoke.  The 
comments I heard from them were 
things like “That’s incredible,” “You 
must live in an amazing and very 
supportive community,” “That type of 
caring should happen everywhere. 
” I simply agreed.  
     To you I simply say “Thank you for 
this beautiful story to share!”  
 
  “It always seems impossible until it is done.”  
                                      - Nelson Mandela 

 

Special Needs:  
FOOD: Hot and cold cereal, complete 
pancake mix and syrup, crackers, 
spaghetti sauce, juices, teas, hot 
chocolate mixes, and coffee 
PERSONAL ITEMS: Toilet paper, 
deodorant, dish soap, tampons, 
feminine products, and diapers 
HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES:  LARGE 
ELECTRIC HEATERS, BED 
PILLOWS, new and used queen 
comforters, blankets, and sheets,  
casserole dishes, dish drainers, 
toasters, coffee pots, electric skillets, 
and hand mixers 
CLOTHING NEEDS:  We need men’s 
thermal underwear (especially 
bottoms) sizes M-2XL, men’s and 
women’s sweatpants sizes L-2XL, 
men’s and women’s sweatshirts sizes 
XL-3XL, men’s and women’s boots 
sizes 9-12, men’s boxers all sizes, teen 
boy’s jeans sizes 28-36, and little boy’s 
jeans sizes 5-8 
 

The committee has decided to not 

have Music from the Heart this 
year but is planning a bigger and 

better show for next year.  If you 
have been a faithful donor and 

would still like to contribute to the 

prescription fund we would greatly 
appreciate the donation. We are 

still providing over $50,000 in 
prescription assistance to folks in 

Wayne County. 

Some people are requesting one 
yearly statement and donor 
acknowledgement instead of one for 
each donation throughout the year.  If 
you would like this, please let us know 
when you make your next donation to 
People To People Ministries. 
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REPORT OF ACTIVITIES: NOVEMBER 2014 
 

TOTAL APPLICANTS 2,208 (Representing 6,303 individuals with 1,823 needs) 
TOTAL NEEDS ASSISTED 1,819 (75 with funds, 1,744 in-kind) 
TOTAL NEEDS TURNED DOWN 4 (0 for lack of funds, 4 for other reasons) 
 

  Month Month  Year-to-date Year-to-date 
  Needs Value of  Needs Value of 
  Assisted Assistance  Assisted Assistance 
       
MINISTRIES: FUNDS  75 $10,917  263 $29,553 
   Utilities  43 $6,725  124 $18,557 
   Shelter  17 $2,940  41 $7,017 
   Medical  7 $1,016  13 $1,670 
   Transportation  0 $0  73 $1,944 
   Miscellaneous  8 $235  12 $365 
           
MINISTRIES: IN KIND  1,744 $54,080  2,698 $124,112 
   Food  416 $17,656  865 $35,829 

Food Individuals  1,222    2,519   
   Clothes/House Items  320 $27,255  629 $55,961 
   Other In-Kind  1,008 $9,169  1,204 $32,322 
   Special Projects  400 $17,565      

Special Project Individuals  1,231        
           
TOTAL ASSISTANCE  1,819 $64,997  2,961 $153,665 
           
NEEDS TURNED DOWN  4 $445  17 $2,140 
*Fiscal Year October through September   
 

AREAS OF INVOLVEMENT:        
           
Wooster 1479  Burbank 7  Fredericksburg 3  Sterling 12 
Orrville 186  Doylestown 34  Marshallville 7  West Salem 72 
Rittman 178  Creston 20  Shreve 51  Other WayneCo 14 
Apple Creek 39  Dalton 50  Smithville 58  Transients 0 
 

ASSISTANCE WITH FUNDS $10,917  FUNDS IN FROM 19 CHURCHES $5,439 
PURCHASES FOR MINISTRY $5,091  OTHER DONATIONS $51,277 
FUNDS USED FOR MINISTRIES $16,008  TOTAL DONATIONS $56,716 
VOLUNTEERS:141 PEOPLE VOLUNTEERED 1,563 HOURS 
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