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Blessings from Laura Groves 
 

2 Corinthians 9:9-11 (9) It is written, "They 

have spread their gifts around to poor people. 

Their good works continue forever." (10) God 

supplies seed to the planter. He supplies 

bread for food. God will also supply and 

increase the amount of your seed. He will 

increase the results of your good works. (11) 

You will be made rich in every way. Then you 

can always give freely. We will take your 

many gifts to the people who need them. And 

they will give thanks to God. 
 

     Some of you may know that before I 
came to work here at this ministry, I 
had spent a number of years as a 
Church Secretary.  I will always look 
back on those years kindly.  I had the 
privilege of working with several 
different pastors, church councils, 
church members, visitors, etc.  The 
wealth of learning I received from that 
mesh of people and personalities is a big 
part of who I am today.  
     Much of what I learned during those 
years, I have been able to carry forward 
and use in the job I am asked to do 
today. Today I would like to focus on 
just one of those life lessons’ I use daily.  
Faith! 
    For years, I would watch church 
members, council and yes, even some 
pastors, worry about the church state of 
affairs. Near the end of each year, the 
chatter would begin.  The worry, the 
fear, will we have enough…. time, 
people, money, etc?  Each year the plea 
for whatever need there was would go 
out and always, always that need would 
be met. 
    Good people, guided by that inner 
voice to answer a call to do what we are 
asked by God to do, to love, help and 
care for one another. My faith was 
strengthened each and every time I lay 
witness to the blessings bestowed.  
    Here in this wonderful ministry I also 
find my faith strengthened almost daily 
as blessings arrive in support of our 
projects and daily service to those who 
need our assistance. There is no small 
blessing in our business.  Each toy, 
tablet, dollar is as important as the next.  
As individuals, we come together with 
our gifts, whatever size that may be for 
you, and we do big things collectively.   
    In our Toy department, we have 
started a blessing board to keep track of 
the many blessings (faith builders) 
bestowed upon us.  I am looking 
forward to sharing that list as it 
continues to grow.  It is a wonderful 
exercise in faith development.  Help our 
blessings board grow!  Listen to the call 
and be part of something big.  Your faith 
will indeed be strengthened. 

 

Upcoming Dates to Note! 
• April 28, 2015 – Our annual 
dinner/meeting will be at Wooster First 
Presbyterian Church, from 6:00 to 8:30 
p.m.  Carry-in dinner, every one is 
welcome.  Call Lydia at 330-262-1662, 
ext. 210 if planning to attend.  We 
would love to see you there.   
• May 3, 2015 (Kick off Sunday) – 
Churches Help – A – Family Sunday is 
scheduled once again for the month of 
May.  Churches please plan ahead to 
help us fill our pantry for summer with 
food and personal hygiene products. Just 
a reminder, children outside the Wooster 
City Schools are not able to take 
advantage of the free lunch program 
provided at school during the summer.  

Needs for the Coming Month: Please 
help in any way you can. 
 
Food: Jelly, crackers, hot and cold 
cereal, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
applesauce, mandarin oranges and 
canned mixed vegetables. 
Personal Products:  Deodorant (men’s 
and women’s), toilet paper, paper 
towels, feminine products, dish soap, 
shampoo, and cleaning supplies, 
including mops and brooms for our 
families. 
Household Items:  
We NEED  Large electric heaters, electric 
sweepers, bed pillows, queen comforters 
and bed sheets, new and used blankets, 
drapes, shower curtain liners, casserole 
dishes, dish drainers, can openers, and 
large skillets 
Clothing: 
We need men’s pants sizes 30-33 & 40, 
men’s boxers sizes S-2XL, women’s 
pants sizes 16-20.  THINK Back to 
School: girl’s and boy’s shirts and pants 
sizes 4-18, teen girl’s jeans sizes 12-22, 
teen boy’s jeans sizes 30-40 

 

DONATION INFORMATION 
1.  We can only take what our clients 
NEED!  Clothing items that are outgrown 
not worn out!  Any items you decide to 
donate should be clean and in good 
working order.  If you are getting rid of 
china or glassware, toss anything that is 
chipped and wrap the rest individually in 
newspaper so it arrives without 
breaking.   
2.  We do not take Christmas items until 
November (trees, decorations, etc.). 
3.  Drop-off Hours: Monday through 
Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m., Tuesday 
evenings until 6:00 p.m. and the first 
Saturday of the month 9 a.m. to noon. 
4.  PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE DONATIONS 
OUTSIDE! (They are “rooted” through or 
get wet and need to be thrown away).  
5.  Thank you for your continued support 
to our ministry 

 
 

From the Desk of Lydia Stahl 

 
Love your enemies, bless them that curse 

you, do good to them that hate you…. 

  ~Matthew 5:44 

 

St Patrick’s Day is this month 
and it seems like everyone wears 
green—all of us are a little bit Irish on 
that day.  

That’s the way it should be.  
Ireland was Patrick’s mission field but 
his message is universal.  Born of 
well-to-do Christian parents in Roman 
Britain around the year 385, young 
Patrick was no more interested in 
religion than most boys.  He was 
sixteen when a marauding band from 
the savage island to the west made 
one of their periodic raids on their 
neighbors.  Patrick was captured and 
dragged off to Ireland to be sold as a 
slave and put to work herding pigs.   

And there, during six 
homesick years, he began too recall 
the Christian teachings he’d absorbed 
without knowing it.  Alone with the 
animals through the winter cold and 
the summer heat, Patrick became a 
follower of Jesus. 

He was twenty-two before he 
was able to escape to the seacoast 
and find a ship headed for France.  
From there he made his way home to 
England and his rejoicing family.  A 
happy ending to a bitter tale!  
Except…what were the voices that 
woke Patrick night after night?  Irish 
voices….pleading with him to come 
back and teach them about the God 
he’d come to know so well.  Go back 
to the place to the very people that 
had wronged him?  But this, Patrick 
came to believe was exactly what God 
was asking him to do.  It took him 
twenty-five years to get his 
theological training and the 
endorsement of the church, but 
eventually Patrick returned.  He spent 
the rest of his life bringing the love of 
God to the place where he had 
experienced the cruelty of men. 

There have been Patricks in 
every age.  We can remember Corrie 
ten Boom ministering to the Germans.  
Elisabeth Elliot served the Ecuadoran 
Indians who murdered her husband.  
Steve Mariotti, a New York 
businessman was mugged by a street 
gang, yet helped street kids.  

Another Patrick is born each 
time we encounter hate and answer 
instead with, “I love you.”  Thank you 
for your continued love and support 
to our ministry.  We can continue to 
see so many hurting families because 
of you. 
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REPORT OF ACTIVITIES: FEBRUARY 2015 
 

TOTAL APPLICANTS 647 (Representing 1,577 individuals with 656 needs) 
TOTAL NEEDS ASSISTED 649 (149 with funds, 500 in-kind) 
TOTAL NEEDS TURNED DOWN 7 (0 for lack of funds, 7 for other reasons) 
 

  Month Month  Year-to-date Year-to-date 
  Needs Value of  Needs Value of 
  Assisted Assistance  Assisted Assistance 
       
MINISTRIES: FUNDS  149 $16,644  720 $86,549 
   Utilities  45 $8,610  278 $45,805 
   Shelter  14 $2,460  98 $16,590 
   Medical  29 $4,016  143 $18,836 
   Transportation  56 $1,372  177 $4,562 
   Miscellaneous  5 $186  24 $757 
           
MINISTRIES: IN KIND  500 $23,136  5,123 $286,157 
   Food  241 $9,977  1,782 $73,986 

Food Individuals  624    4,983   
   Clothes/House Items  155 $12,567  1,272 $107,933 
   Other In-Kind  104 $592  1,688 $35,238 
   Special Projects           

Special Project Individuals           
           
TOTAL ASSISTANCE  649 $39,780  5,843 $372,706 
           
NEEDS TURNED DOWN  7 $840  36 $4,820 
*Fiscal Year October through September   
 

AREAS OF INVOLVEMENT:        
           
Wooster 457  Burbank 3  Fredericksburg 1  Sterling 1 
Orrville 63  Doylestown 7  Marshallville 7  West Salem 10 
Rittman 31  Creston 4  Shreve 15  Other WayneCo 5 
Apple Creek 10  Dalton 8  Smithville 26  Transients 1 
 

ASSISTANCE WITH FUNDS $16,644  FUNDS IN FROM 13 CHURCHES $15,303 
PURCHASES FOR MINISTRY $2,034  OTHER DONATIONS $34,657 
FUNDS USED FOR MINISTRIES $18,678  TOTAL DONATIONS $49,959 
VOLUNTEERS:129 PEOPLE VOLUNTEERED 1,259 HOURS 
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