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September 2015 

From the desk of 
 Laura Groves~ 
 

Christmas is coming!  
                 Christmas is coming! 
 

I am shocked that it is time to begin 
writing about this subject, yet it is.  I have had 
some hard conversations with some of our Toy 
Committee members.  Donations of all kinds have 
been down this past year, for reasons we do not 
know.  Although we have managed to continue our 
day to day ministry, we can only hope and pray 
that the donations needed to maintain our level of 
giving to our Wayne County children for Christmas 
picks up soon.   

Many of you may already be aware, 
but for those who are not, allow me to tell you 
a bit about our project.  A truly faith filled 
project it is. Here in our ministry we have a 
committee of over 20 volunteers who come to 
our ministry to prepare, or to assist in the 
preparation of, the gifts, your donations, to be 
distributed at our project in December.  Many 
of these volunteers come here to work two 
days each week, beginning in January and 
ending with the distribution each December.  
Several of these same volunteers have been 
coming in for over 10 years and a few have 
been doing so, for over 20 years.  Pure selfless 
dedication I see in each of these hardworking 
Toy Committee members. For several months 
now those volunteers who prepare gifts for the 
children who range from ages 6-18 have had 
very little, if anything, to work on.  They come 
in each week, hopeful that some donations will 
be waiting for them to prepare for Christmas.  
Although they continue to remain positive, I 
sense their concern.  As coordinator of this 
project it is my responsibility to rally our friends 
to help us support these hard working 
volunteers in their efforts to make sure that 
each child in need, has a bright and miraculous 
Christmas morning.  

This committee serves nearly 1,100 
children each year with toys and gifts.  To 
prepare enough gifts/toys for this number of 
children, takes time, especially when talking 
about refurbishing gently used items for 
distribution.  The manpower we have does not 
allow us to prepare that number of gifts in just 
a short period of time, thus the reason the 
committee works all year. The difficult part is 
not having what is needed at an early enough 
date.  This is where you might consider helping 
our committee reach their goals.  If each 
person reading this message, donated just one 
item to our kids who are between the ages of 6 
and 18 years old, in the months of September 
or October, the Committee members and 
myself would be forever grateful.   

 

 
 
 
 
Please know that we understand, that 

we are once again asking for your help, right after 
having just asked for help for our Back to School 
Project.  We understand how difficult it is to 
always be asked for help, but that is why our 
ministry is here, to minister to those who need us 
and we can’t do that without the support of our 
community.   

In 1978 when the Wayne County 
Ministerial Community came together to answer 
the call to bring care to  Wayne County residents 
in need, I’m not sure they were aware of the 
impact this ministry would have in our county over 
the next 35+ years.  It has been through thoughtful 
dedication and relentless giving that our service 
has been able to continue throughout these years.  
Bottom line is we need your help, once again.  If 
you have any questions about our project or our 
ministry overall, call me.  Come in for a tour. We 
can answer all the questions you may have about 
what we do. Meet the volunteers who do this year 
after year.  Thank you for reading!  

 
Here are some suggestions: 

For 6-11 ages:  
Lego sets, Youth soccer, football, basketball, 
baseball gloves, little girl jewelry box, little girl 
jewelry, clock radios,  sleeping bags, PJ sets and 
slippers, Hot Wheel/Match Box race tracks- we 
have lots of cars to put with them, 2 person pup 
tents, sports t-shirts, make up sets for young girls, 
bath sets, craft sets for boys/girls, journals, photo 
albums, digital cameras (under $25.00), dolls, 
dinosaurs, super hero sets, princess items, boys 
and girls duffle bags, hair dryers, straighteners and 
curling irons and ALL things STAR WARS. The 
movie is coming out and these items will be 
popular.  
 
For teenagers:  
Clock radio, small bulletin boards, art 
supplies/craft sets, NASCAR items, toiletries for 
guys, sports balls, make-up sets and mirrors, 
room-décor items, PJ sets and slippers, flat irons, 
hair dryers, manicure/pedicure sets, shave kits, 
sleep pants, sports team hats and shirts, 
skateboards, men’s wallet, slipper socks, flag 
football sets, fishing gear, hair care products, teen 
oriented games, paint for model cars, model car 
glue, digital camera, karaoke machines, boys and 
girls duffle bags, table top games, Boom boxes, 
bedroom decor items, tents , body building sets( 
weights), musical instruments(guitars etc.). Gifts 
for teen BOYS are always in short supply.   
             Blessings to all, 
             Laura Groves, Project Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
 
Thank You’s 
 Local Farmers and Gardeners - 
for the donation of fresh fruits and 
vegetables to our food pantry.  Our 
families love them! 
 4-H groups and OSU Extension 
Office – for the donation of school 
supplies 
 Wooster Urban Adventure 
Challenge – for raising money for our 
ministry 
 
Please consider any area where you might 
be able to help. 
Food:   HELP our pantry is low on 
food…staple items: Peanut butter, jelly, 
canned fruit; canned vegetables complete 
pancake mix, syrup, spaghetti sauce, Jell-O, 
and cracker 
Personal Products:  Laundry soap, 
deodorant, diapers (all sizes), toilet paper, 
paper towels, dish soap, and feminine 
products. 
Household Items:  We need electric 
sweepers, large heaters, new and used bath 
towels, toasters, large skillets, Dutch ovens, 
dish drainers, and hand mixers 
Clothing Items:  Men’s and women’s winter 
coats sizes 2XL-4XL, boy’s and girl’s pants 
sizes 5-8, sweatshirts sizes 2XL-4XL, men’s 
boxers-all sizes, men’s and women’s tennis 
shoes sizes 10-13, and steel toed boots for 
men. If you can wait, please hold your summer 
clothes until after the first of the year. 
 
 
 
In Everything Give Thanks… 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
With each passing day, I become more keenly 
aware that life is better than I deserve.  I am 
thankful for doing work that matters here at 
People To People Ministries.  More 
importantly, I’m thankful for every faithful 
volunteer and donor who makes People To 
People Ministries a continuing reality.  To ALL 
of you who made Back to School 2015 
possible, thank you for believing children are 
our most precious and deservedly loved 
commodities. Your goodness inspires 
greatness! 

Thanks,  
Beth 

 


