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From the Desk of Laura Groves 
 

“Jonathan said to David, “Go in 

peace, for we have sworn friendship with 

each other in the name of the LORD, saying, 

‘The LORD is witness between you and me, 

and between your descendants and my 

descendants forever.’ ” Then David left, and 

Jonathan went back to the town.” 

   1 Samuel 20:42 

 

Change, welcome or not, is 

inevitable.  There are seasons to life.  I tend 

to welcome change, as I see it as an 

opportunity to grow as a person and expand 

my views.  I find it exciting and challenging.   

Our ministry is changing. As you 

see in Beth’s writing she is leaving to take a 

position in an area that has excited her for 

quite some time. I have been blessed to have 

worked with this caring person for several 

years.  She has inspired me to be a better 

person each day we have spent together.  I 

have been blessed with many friends who 

have come in and out of my life.  Some of 

those friends are friends I may not see for 

years, yet when we meet again, it is as if we 

were never apart.  There is ease of truth 

and caring among longtime friends.  Miss 

Beth will forever be among those carefree, 

lifelong friends.  

I look at my life much like a woven 

basket. Each reed or grass leaf represents a 

family member, friend, neighbor, 

acquaintance, etc. woven into a beautiful 

basket. When woven together I have a 

strong basket to carry my lessons and life 

experiences. Also among those reeds and 

grass leaves are my home, my work, and 

volunteer commitments I’ve made outside of 

our ministry and other things from which I 

draw strength.  

Just like me, this ministry has 

reeds and strands of grass which make this 

a beautifully woven basket.  A stronger 

basket is woven as each person who walks 

through our door offers up their piece of 

material for the weaving. Your contribution 

to our basket might be a puzzle, clothing 

item, toy, canned food item, money or your 

time.  Each item is needed to strengthen our 

basket and support us and those in our 

county who need to be carried for a period of 

time. I would like to thank each of you as 

you continue to support our mission.  

Without each person placing their trust in 

us to weave and care for those around us, 

we surely would be a weaker vessel indeed.  

A sincere thank you to Miss Beth 

for being my friend and co-worker and I 

wish her well in her new weaving and look 

forward to watching her blossom and grow.  

Change, welcome or not, is inevitable. 

 

“Therefore, my brothers and sisters whom I 

love and miss, who are my joy and crown, 

stand firm in the Lord, loved ones,” 

Philippians 4:1 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Dates to Note! 
 
• April 26, 2016 – Our annual 
dinner/meeting will be at Wooster First 
Presbyterian Church, from 6:00 to 8:30 
p.m.  Carry-in dinner, every one is 
welcome.  Call Lydia at 330-262-1662, 
ext. 210 if planning to attend.  We 
would love to see you there.   
• May 1, 2016 (Kick off Sunday) – 
Churches Help – A – Family Sunday is 
scheduled once again for the month of 
May.  Churches please plan ahead to 
help us fill our pantry for summer with 
food and personal hygiene products. Just 
a reminder, children outside the Wooster 
City Schools are not able to take 
advantage of the free lunch program 
provided at school during the summer.  
 
 

From the Desk of Lydia Stahl 
 

Laura had such a wonderful way of 

saying goodbye to Beth.  She has been such 

an asset to our ministry and will truly be 

missed.   Our lives are changed forever by the 

people we meet.  Beth we wish you the best. 
 

 

Needs for the Coming Month: Please 
help in any way you can. 
 
Food: Jelly, peanut butter, graham 
crackers, complete pancake mix, syrup, 
applesauce, mandarin oranges, canned 
carrots, and canned mixed vegetables. 
Personal Products:  Deodorant (men’s 
and women’s), toilet paper, paper 
towels, feminine products, dish soap, 
shampoo, and cleaning supplies— 
including mops and brooms for our 
families. 
Household Items:  
We NEED  Large electric heaters, electric 
sweepers, bed pillows, shower curtain 
liners, hand held mixers, electric can 
openers, coffee pots, dish drainers, soup 
bowls 
Clothing: 
Getting ready for spring?  So are we!  
Please begin donating your spring and 
summer apparel.  Men’s and women’s 
underwear—all sizes, adult low cut 
socks, men’s tennis shoes sizes 9-12, 
men’s shirts sizes 2XL-4XL, men’s pants 
sizes 30-34m children’s pants and shorts 
sizes 5-8 
 

DONATION INFORMATION 
1.  We can only take what our clients 
NEED!  Clothing items that are outgrown 
not worn out!  Any items you decide to 
donate should be clean and in good 
working order.  If you are getting rid of 
china or glassware, toss anything that is 
chipped and wrap the rest individually in 

newspaper so it arrives without 
breaking.   
2.  We do not take Christmas items 
until November (trees, decorations, 
etc.). 
3.  Drop-off Hours: Monday through 
Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:45 p.m., 
Tuesday evenings until 6:00 p.m. and 
the first Saturday of the month 9 a.m. 
to noon. 
4.  PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE 
DONATIONS OUTSIDE! (They are 
“rooted” through or get wet and need 
to be thrown away).  
5.  Thank you for your continued 
support to our ministry 

 
From the Desk of Beth Zsoldos 
 

Why is saying goodbye so hard? 

 

As a young child I distinctly 

remember hiding behind my mother's 

dress, in an effort to shield my tears 

from her loving gaze, as she prepared to 

drop me off at Sunday school each week. 

 It was hard to say goodbye and leave 

the soothing shelter of someone so dear, 

if only for a few moments.  That was just 

the first of many goodbyes I would face, 

and here I am preparing for yet another. 

 My journey at People to People 

Ministries began six years ago as a 

volunteer.  What started as an 

impromptu building tour one fateful day 

gave gradual way to the unexpected gift 

of full-time employment.  A gift I have 

never been more thankful or honored to 

receive… A precious gift I now tearfully 

relinquish.  This goodbye is the hardest 

one of all because I am not merely 

leaving a job, I am parting from my very 

best of friends, my People to People 

family. Thank you so much for allowing 

me to participate in your lives, to delight 

in your triumphs, and hold hands amidst 

hardships.  The priceless moments we 

warmly exchanged have invited me to be 

achingly present in the memories and 

attachments I have to this place.  I can 

confidently say, I will never forget the 

very best part of People to People 

Ministries, the extraordinary acts of 

ordinary people loving people 

  “No distance of place or lapse 

of time can lessen the friendship of 

those who are thoroughly persuaded of 

each other's worth.” -Robert Southey 

 

All my love and gratitude, Beth   
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REPORT OF ACTIVITIES: FEBRUARY 2016 
 

TOTAL APPLICANTS 646 (Representing 1,495 individuals with 651 needs) 
TOTAL NEEDS ASSISTED 639 (104 with funds, 535 in-kind) 
TOTAL NEEDS TURNED DOWN 12 (0 for lack of funds, 12 for other reasons) 
 

  Month Month  Year-to-date Year-to-date 
  Needs Value of  Needs Value of 
  Assisted Assistance  Assisted Assistance 
       
MINISTRIES: FUNDS  104 $13,115  563 $78,280 
   Utilities  41 $6,764  257 $43,182 
   Shelter  14 $2,710  103 $19,892 
   Medical  22 $3,070  88 $12,591 
   Transportation  22 $428  96 $2,055 
   Miscellaneous  5 $143  19 $560 
           
MINISTRIES: IN KIND  535 $24,036  3,929 $240,255 
   Food  256 $10,741  1,652 $66,502 

Food Individuals  666    4,587   
   Clothes/House Items  162 $12,702  1,149 $93,171 
   Other In-Kind  117 $593  775 $4,252 
   Special Projects       661 $90,430 

Special Project Individuals       2,029   
           
TOTAL ASSISTANCE  639 $37,151  4,492 $318,535 
           
NEEDS TURNED DOWN  12 $1,595  44 $5,586 
*Fiscal Year October through September   
 

AREAS OF INVOLVEMENT:        
           
Wooster 445  Burbank 2  Fredericksburg 0  Sterling 3 
Orrville 54  Doylestown 4  Marshallville 3  West Salem 17 
Rittman 34  Creston 9  Shreve 36  Other WayneCo 3 
Apple Creek 5  Dalton 11  Smithville 13  Transients 0 
 

ASSISTANCE WITH FUNDS $13,115  FUNDS IN FROM 10 CHURCHES $2,077 
PURCHASES FOR MINISTRY $2,287  OTHER DONATIONS $17,826 
FUNDS USED FOR MINISTRIES $15,402  TOTAL DONATIONS $19,903 
VOLUNTEERS:122 PEOPLE VOLUNTEERED 1,260 HOURS 
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