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From a very thankful Director,
I have had the privilege of serving at People to People Ministries for five years
this June. In all those years it has been a wonderful blessing to meet and get to know
the volunteers that have given so many years of helping this ministry provide comfort
and support to those who have fallen on hard times in our communities. I think it
goes without saying that the past two years have been extremely challenging for so
many, but through it all, our staff and volunteers continued to be The LIGHT of HOPE
and compassion in our community.
We continued providing food, personal hygiene items and financial assistance
during the pandemic. Our staff and some very dedicated volunteers worked hard to
make sure those in need were helped. We communicated through a lobby window
and our phone for the first several months and were blessed by many additional
volunteers that delivered food and other items to all who contacted us. We even had
our local State Patrolmen volunteer to help deliver items as well.
In those days of distress and limited personal engagement we worked hard to
develop some great partnerships throughout the county, and this year we will be
highlighting them in our newsletters, and social media as well as local newspapers.
Speaking of articles in local newspapers, I am so thankful for Ellen Pill who has
championed our cause and has worked to highlight our programs and passion, to
help us spread a message of Hope.
One of those partnerships that we have missed for the last two years has been
with the College of Wooster. They started a community volunteer program several
years ago that reached into our community of non-profit organizations, giving their
students an opportunity to see and experience what we all do. We had several
student volunteers the first two years, before Covid restrictions halted the program
for most of the last two years. We are so happy the program was allowed to start
back up this winter semester, having some returning students as well as a few new
ones helping us for 2022.
In my experience here starting from those first months of observing and looking
at how we could best serve our community, GOD has shown up time and time again
and provided just what we needed including much needed encouragement to me. I
am truly thankful for all the years I have been allowed to do what I had prayed for
many years, and that was to be able to live and serve in my community. GOD is
awesome and greatly to be praised, and I look forward to as many more years as HE
allows me to serve here.

- Joe Szeker, Director of Operations
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Prom Night

What a night of great food and fun as the Junior Women’s Service Club
held a roaring 20’s Prom night as a fundraising event for us. After two years of
being canceled, the event went on with great success, as over 175 people
attended to show their support to help us help people in need. The event
raised not only an awareness of what we do, but over $9,300 for People to
People. We are so thankful to them and all who attended and donated, it will
help us greatly as our late winter months tend to be lower donation months.

College of Wooster Volunteers

JUNIOR WOMEN’S SERVICE
CLUB PROM NIGHT

We are so happy to have the College of Wooster students back
volunteering their time this year. The students were allowed to return in
February and barring any other restrictions, we are looking for them to return
this fall semester as well.
The College started a service program four years ago, which requires the
students to be a part of community building. They are required to live in a
communal setting as part of the Service House Program. They also fill out a
brief application, and as part of that application they are asked why they would
like to volunteer here. Some of their comments are included below.

Clothing Update

One of the special aspects of my job as the Coordinator of the Clothing
and Household Goods at PTPM, is working with volunteers from the College
of Wooster. It is so exciting to work with these young people and to read
comments from returning volunteers about their experience with us. One
student commented, “People to People Ministries is a vital resource for those
in need. I find it inspiring to be associated with an organization that has had a
tremendous impact on the Wooster community since 1978.”
Another returning student wrote, “People to People Ministries is providing
compassion and hope throughout the Wooster Community and Wayne County.
To be apart of this chain reaction of kindness, generosity, and compassion
would be an honor and would support my reasoning to choose the College of
Wooster. Another really great aspect of having the students here is we hear
them talking about taking their experiences here home or to the next step of
their lives. It has been a blessing to get to know them and be encouraged by
their desire to help people. I can say that all who volunteer as well as our staff,
truly want to provide hope for everyone who walks through our doors.
I wanted to recognize two of our newer volunteers to the clothing room,
Carmen Bowman and Roxan Chavez. I am thankful for all who give of their
time to come help us and also for all those who donate such wonderful items;
from clothing to houseware items, cosmetics and so many useful things. We
hope the people that come here for help leave with much more than material
things. We want them to feel cared about and maybe a little better about
themselves.
Our clothing room has picked up with more and more people needing
clothing and household items. One of our greatest needs is for volunteers. We
could use help for shoppers on Monday, Thursday and Friday all day. It’s not
hard to do and rewarding to know you are making a difference. If you would
like to be a part of helping people know we care about them, this is a great
opportunity to do that.

- Janice Gard, Clothing Room Coordinator

COLLEGE OF WOOSTER
STUDENT VOLUNTEERS

CARMEN BOWMAN

ROXAN CHAVEZ

ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR PANTRY
FOOD & DRINK ITEMS:

HYGIENE ITEMS:

• Canned Chicken

• Jam or Jelly - No Grape

• Razors

• Spaghetti Sauce

• Rice or Pasta Sides

• Deodorant - Men & Women

• Juice

• Canned Fruit

• Hair Conditioner

We are thankful to all those who continue to provide hygiene items, which are always needed!
Pantry Update - Theresa Markley | Coordinator
We are excited as spring approaches and Easter is on its way bringing the Hope
we love to share with the people we serve. I want to start sharing more about our
wonderful volunteers, many have continued to come in and help us for the past year
and I am so thankful for their help. The picture to the right is of Penny Nolan and Connie
Scale who work our Tuesday afternoon shift.
Penny Nolan has been a volunteer for People to People since 1983. She continues
to show up each and every week with a smile on her face and a joy in her heart! She
makes every person she serves feel cared for, and we know she truly does care for
each one. Her willingness to help others shows in her generosity and the kind words of
support! We appreciate all the hard work and dedication Penny has brought to People
to People as well as her support for us.
Connie Scale is a neighbor to Penny. She came in about a year ago with Penny and
decided she really enjoyed working in the pantry filling orders and helping people, so she
decided to stay and become a volunteer. Connie also shows up with a smile on her face
and ready to conquer whatever her three hours at People to People brings. She has
brought her husband Bob in to help us out also. We appreciate them both very much!
We love our volunteers and need a few more, Please consider coming and helping
us provide food to those in need, but mostly words of encouragement and care. We
know there are others providing food in our communities but we offer so much more. We believe the difference is we provide
an environment of hope and GODs love in all we do. We help with financial assistance, but along with that we provide
information of opportunities available for people to help themselves in many different ways. We build relationships that help
encourage those personal success stories.

New Lobby Update Coming Soon!
We are so excited to have partnered with OHuddle and obtained
a grant from Wayne County Community Foundation to help OHuddle
start a laundry training station for children at their new facility, and
allow us to update our lobby which will include separate education
stations for children and adults.
Another part of the grant has allowed us to install lockers in our
outer vestibule. Again partnering with OHuddle and the Wayne
County schools they work in to identify children at risk for food or
clothing insecurities. Using reprogrammable locks on the lockers and
outer entrance door, parents that aren’t able to come in during
normal operating hours, will have access to get what they need for
their families when it’s convenient for them. We are working hard to
find unmet needs of families in our community.

2021 FISCAL YEAR STATS

Report of activities: October 2020 - September 2021 (Fiscal Year)
Total Applicants

2,678 Families (representing 6,125 individuals)

Total Needs Assisted

4,680 (596 with funds & 4,084 in-kind)

Number of
Families
Assisted
Financial Assistance
Shelter
Utilities
Transportation
Medical
Other
In-kind Assistance:
Food/Personal Care
Food - # of Individuals
Clothes/Household
Special Projects
Total Assistance:
Total Pantry/Spec Projects Expenses:

Value of
Assistance

192
227
23
22
132

$
$
$
$
$

59,494
41,992
7,801
2,421
6,927

596

$

118,635

2,754
12,524
849
481

$

131,692

$
$

82,085
81,347

4,084

$

295,124

4,680

$

413,759

$

67,789

141

Number of
Churches

Number of Volunteer Shifts

1,885

Volunteer Hours

6,263

Donations received:
Churches
Individuals
Businesses
Other Donations

$
$
$
$

60,069
160,253
58,677
237,939

Total Donations

$

516,938

Families served by location:
Apple Creek
Burbank
Creston
Dalton
Doylestown
Fredericksburg
Marshallville
Orrville

47
9
46
60
38
5
6
213

Rittman
Shreve
Smithville
Sterling
West Salem
Wooster
Other Wayne Co.
Transients

103
64
39
9
35
1,948
0
1

Akron Canton
Regional Food Bank
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